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The Honorable Dr. Mazukie Ali, Speaker of the House of Representatives of Indonesia and President of AIPA

The Honorable Antonio Cuenco, Secretary General of AIPA

Honorable Speakers and Presidents of Parliaments from ASEAN and observer parliaments,
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, friends from ASEAN and partnes, Good Morning. 

It is a pleasure be here today as guest of the The Honorable Speaker Dr Marzukie Ali. His leadership and role has brought us here to discuss collaborative partnership with AIPA and its member parliaments to contribute to AIPA’s role in fostering an ASEAN community, cognizant of the emerging issues of environment and natural resources that besieges our region. 
I represent here today the ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement Network’s Program Coordination Unit. My colleagues accompany me from the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry -Indonesia’s Focal Agency for ASEAN-WEN-, and our leading support program, the USAID-funded Asia’s Regional Response to Endangered Species Trafficking (ARREST) Program implemented by FREELAND Foundation. 

The ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement Network (ASEAN-WEN) is an intergovernmental ASEAN network which works under the ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) of the ASEAN Economic Community Pillar. ASEAN-WEN was established in 2005 by ASEAN member countries to bring CITES (or the UN Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), Police, Customs, Prosecutors, and the other law enforcement agencies together, to combat the illegal wildlife trade in the region. The Network promotes implementation of national wildlife protection laws and international species protection treaties, with the long-term goal of reducing illegal wildlife trade in Southeast Asia through the dismantlement of the region’s major wildlife and nature crime networks. ASEAN-WEN works closely with the ASEAN Member States and the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
The illegal wildlife trade threatens far more than ASEAN’s forests and marine areas. Loss of biodiversity weakens natural ecosystems that play vital roles in food production and harvesting. It also supports organized national and transnational crime networks, and increases the risk of transmitting emerging infectious diseases, such as avian pandemic influenza and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). As we meet this week, the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crimes (SOMTC) are also meeting in Bangkok to discuss inclusion of Environmental Crimes as a regional priority, another move pushed forward by ASEAN-WEN and the 2012 SOMTC Chair Royal Thai Government and hopefully soon, AIPA. 

In May 2011, I personally met AIPA Secretary General Antonio Cuenco in Manila. We discussed possible collective efforts to support the needs of ASEAN Governments through policy enhancement and legislative responses where needed, to combat environmental crimes in the region. In July 2011, Secretary General Cuenco attended the launch of ARREST in Bangkok as guest of the Royal Government of Thailand and the ASEAN-WEN PCU. Also in July 2011, His Excellency Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly of Cambodia and then President of AIPA (2010-2011) acknowledged in his correspondence to the AIPA Secretariat,  “that it is essential for AIPA to contribute in establishing legal frameworks to save ASEAN’s biodiversity from further decline”. His Excellency noted the initiatives of the ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement Network (ASEAN-WEN) and the USAID-funded ARREST Program, and also proposed a specific agenda for discussion at the 33rd General Assembly of AIPA in 2012 under the Presidency of the House of Representatives of Indonesia, thus, our presence here this week with you. The support of AIPA President, Speaker Marzukie Alie and Secretary-General Cuenco has been very encouraging and inspirational in the development of this cooperation.  

During this GA, the draft “Resolution on Strengthening Law Enforcement and Regional Cooperation to Combat Wildlife Crime” will be discussed and ratified. This is an exciting new engagement for AIPA. The AIPA Yogyakarta Execom-endorsed Resolution calls for stronger ASEAN agencies implementing ASEAN-WEN, cooperation on the development of a “green legislative agenda” in the biodiversity and natural resources sector through ASEAN-WEN and our partner ARREST Program.  
This coming March 2013, the Royal Thai Government will host the 16th Conference of Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora of CITES which will convene 176 State Parties to the convention. During this high-level meeting, ASEAN-WEN will organize a Meeting of ASEAN Ministers responsible for the Implementation of CITES, as a highlight event of the 16th CITES COP. The ministerial meeting will discuss ASEAN-WEN’s successes and new partnerships, including this monumental resolution by AIPA supporting ASEAN-WEN and ASEAN’s efforts to combat wildlife crime. We will ensure that our efforts here today will be reported and highlighted to the 16th UN CITES COP and the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting. We will also endeavor inviting AIPA to observe the ASEAN side-events of this big UN gathering next year. Perhaps we can also explore some legislative exchanges in ASEAN and other CITES Parties to share best practices in policy and legislation work.  

Again, thank you very much for this opportunity and we look forward to a closer cooperation with AIPA. 
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